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Tracing the Origins of Spatial Competition within the 

Context of Historical Geography: A Comparative Study of 

the Cities of Maybod and Ardakan 

Reza MollaHosseini Ardakani 

Abstract 

A sense of place as a logical outcome of human social life in a specific 
geographical location has existed throughout various historical periods, with 
feelings of superiority over others serving as a catalyst for spatial 
competitions. These competitions encompass a range of scales, from local to 
national levels. The cities of Ardakan and Maybod share cultural 
homogeneity, identity similarities, and geographical proximity, reflecting 
their geographical interconnectedness. The spatial competitions between 
these two cities have continually sparked reflection and inquiry, with the 
question of how these relationships and rivalries have developed within the 
context of historical geography being the focus of this article. This research 
is practical in nature and is conducted using descriptive and analytical 
methods. By relying on library resources and existing documents, the study 
employs a trend analysis approach and the interpretation of geographical and 
historical sources to collect and analyze findings. The findings of this 
research indicate that the spatial competitions of these two cities are not 
confined to specific issues pertaining to recent years; instead, the roots of this 
rivalry should be sought in historical geography and the collective historical 
memory of the inhabitants of these two cities, rather than solely in 
contemporary matters related to territorial divisions. 

Keywords: English Sense of place, spatial competition, historical 
geography, Ardakan, Maybod 
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