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Evaluating the role of tourism in economic development
with an emphasis on religious tourism: A case study of the
historical land of Yazd

Mohammad Reza Rezaei, Maryam Asadi

Abstract

Religious tourism attractions have played a significant role in revitalizing
urban life throughout history and continue to do so today. This study aims to
evaluate the role of tourism in economic development, with a particular focus
on religious tourism in the historical district of Yazd. The research method
employed in this article is descriptive and survey-based, conducted through
questionnaires. The statistical population for this study includes residents,
economic participants, and merchants, totaling 33,958 individuals. Using
Cochran's formula, a sample size of 380 people was selected. To assess
residents' views on the mentioned components, statistical tests such as mean
responses, variance, one-sample t-test, and Pearson correlation were utilized.
The findings of this study indicate a positive and significant relationship
between religious tourism and the economic components examined.
Specifically, religious tourism had the greatest impact on increasing land and
property prices, and the least impact on job creation within the local
community.

Keywords: religious tourism, economic development, historical land of
Yazd
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