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Wagqf institution and its environmental functions in Yazd
province

Mohammad Mehdizadeh Ardakani

Abstract

Wagqf (Endowment) is one of the public institutions with different
functions, which is found in different religions. The purpose of this research
is to investigate the environmental functions of the wagqf institution in Yazd
province, which has always received less attention. In this research,
documentary and library methods were used to collect data, and many
endowment documents were examined in this regard. The findings show that
environmental endowments are common among both Muslims and
Zoroastrians in Yazd province, and preservation of rivers and water channels,
preservation of trees, development of green space, attention to animals and
management of natural crises are among the most important environmental
functions. Given the environmental functions of the Waqf institution,
leveraging this socio-religious capacity can be used to solve many
environmental issues and crises that we face today.

Keywords: Wagqf, environmental functions, preservation of green space,
attention to animals, experiences of the past, Yazd province
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