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The relationship between coffin-like Nakhl and the palm tree
Mostafa Saadat

Abstract

In “Nakhl gardani” (palm-spinning) ceremony, which is performed in
many parts in Iran, an ornate wooden coffin called a palm tree is used. The
relationship between this coffin-like object and the palm tree has not been
studied by far.. The main purpose of the present study is to clarify this
connection. The Aryans did not know the palm tree and did not believe in
it. After they became acquainted with the palm tree and realized its high
values, they praised it. Archaeological evidence suggests that ‘“Nakhl
gardani” was common in Assyria and West Asia. The death of Siavash has
been an excuse for Iranians to mourn annually by holding mourning
ceremonies. In the "Panjakent" mural, the body of Siavash is placed in a
room and it is surrounded by mourners. After the palm tree became holy
for Iranians, palm leaves were used to make or decorate coffin-like
objects, which they used to make "mourning for Siavash" or similar
ceremonies. The new object was called "Nakhl" (palm tree). After a while,
they decided to build structures having a more endurance with palm
leaves. Because these two cannot be combined, the artists were given the
task of making the "palm tree leaf" at least symbolically to be used in the
coffin-like structure.

Keywords: Coffin-like object, Nakhl, Palm tree, symbolic.
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